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Luke’s Closet provides free clothes to children from birth to 18 who are in foster or kinship (i.e., Grandma as 
primary parent) care living arrangements within Dane County.  Appropriate clothing can help a child fit in, 
keep them warm so they can play outside, can ease the financial burden of the family and allow the parents to 
focus on loving, rather than the stress of providing. Because of our strong base of donors, children now 
receive 5-7 outfits per request. (Previously, we supplied 3-5 outfits.) Having a week’s worth of clothing is 
especially helpful for families who do not have laundry at their home. 
 
As of the end of 2020, Luke’s Closet has been in service to our community for 2.5 years and is a women-led, all 
volunteer, ministry. 
 
Children Served 
In a normal year, Luke’s Closet makes clothing available in three ways.  The first is through an online request 
form that is accessed via the St. Luke’s Lutheran Church’s website.  The guardian completes the form, it is 
submitted to LC and a volunteer packs the requested clothes and delivers them to a location convenient to the 
requestor.  A second way to receive clothes is for the guardian to request a personal shopping appointment.  
Once a time is set, the guardian (with or without the child(ren)) meets a volunteer and self-selects the clothes 
needed.  The final way clothes are provided is when LC is open for a shopping day or night and families come 
in without an appointment and picks out the clothes they like. 
 
2020 has been anything but normal.  This year LC was only able to hold one in-person shopping day, right 
before the pandemic struck and St. Luke’s was closed.  Fortunately, church leadership allowed for a limited 
number of volunteers to fulfill bags for children in need.  Therefore, our ministry was not interrupted, and we 
were able to continue providing clothes to all who asked. 
 
For the 2020 calendar year, Luke’s Closet provided clothes to 176* children.  This number is less than last year 
as Dane County Human Services reported that foster placements were down because of the pandemic.  In 
total, clothing has been provided to close to 700* children to date.  
 
Funding & Clothing Donors 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church has generously supported LC for all of our operating years to date with funds and 
use of the facility.  Funding has also been received from many St. Luke’s members.  Two grants have been 
received from Thrivent Financial. Members of the LC steering committee are continually reaching out to 
community sources through grant requests. In 2020, LC was only able to host one fundraiser through Kendra 
Scott Jewelry.  We are hopeful to resume past fundraising outreach in 2021.  All funds are used to fill the gaps 
in donated clothing inventory. For example, a teen boy needed black pants so he could work at a job requiring 



them. LC didn’t have any in the Closet so we used funds to purchase them. New underwear is frequently 
needed. 
 
In addition to the St. Luke’s community, we are blessed to have the support of former foster children and 
people beyond St. Luke’s who understand that providing clothing is more than simply giving clothes.  
 
Volunteers 
Luke’s Closet is blessed with many volunteers who generously and graciously serve this ministry.  In addition 
to the steering committee of eight volunteers, a dedicated team sort clothing donations and two volunteers 
keep the closet stocked and organized. When COVID shutdowns began, we used a small group of volunteers to 
pack and deliver clothes. We look forward to having our fulfillment volunteers (those who sign up for a week 
at a time to pack and deliver bags of clothes or meet families for personal shopping appointments) and 
shopping days volunteers return as soon as it’s safe to do so. 
 
This year the women of Martha’s Circle have provided dozens of handmade pillowcases and handmade fleece 
blankets.   
 
Media Highlights 
Luke’s Closet is on Facebook and information about services offered can be accessed through St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church’s website. We invite you to like and share our FB posts 
https://www.facebook.com/LukesClosetDaneCo. 
 
 
*This number includes multiple requests from children. 
 
 

*** 
 
 

To serve and support foster, kinship and adoptive families residing in Dane county by providing free, high-
quality clothing.  Clothing is made available quickly and is easily accessible. 

Luke’s Closet Mission Statement 
 
 
 
 

 
 


